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valley, which is shut in by the Bodamalaib, one reaches the higher
plateau of the northern Talaghat, studded from end to end with
numerous isolated hills, Particularly striking are the serrated ridge
of the KANJAMALAI outlined sharply against the south-western sky,
and the peaks of the Godumalai which rise boldly on the east towards
the Atur valley. Much mineral wealth lies hidden in these hills; their
iron is exceedingly rich, and valuable beds of white magnesite, which
local tradition declares to be the bones of the legendary bird Jatayu,
crop out among the hills on either side of the railway before it enters
Salem city.

The great mountain screen above referred to, which stretches across
the District with the SHEVAROYS as its centre, is pierced by four passes
giving access from the Talaghat to the Baramahal. The easternmost
of these is the Kottapatti pass, leading to the village of the same name
at the head of a lovely valley stretching away to the historic ghat of
Changama (Chengam), through which flows the trade from the north
into the ancient mart of Tiruvannamalai. This Kottapatti pass
separates the Tenandamalai from the range of the KALRAYANS. On
either side of the Shevaroys is a ghat leading to the two great land-
marks of the Baramahal country. The trunk road over the eastern,
or Manjavadi ghat, passes to the left of the Chitteri hills and winds
round Harur towards the sacred heights of Tirthamalai (3,500 feet),
On the west, the railway, toiling up the Morurpatti ghat^ keeps the
Vattalamalai to the left and runs past the sharp peak of Mukkanur
(4,000 feet). The westernmost, or Toppur pass, leads to the rolling
downs of Dharmapuri.

On the north-east of the Baramahal the JAVADIS hang like a curtain.
From the breezy top of Kambugudi (3,840 feet) there is a fine view
of the fertile Alangayam valley, of which Munro wrote, 'There is
nothing to be compared to it in England, nor, what you will think
higher praise, in Scotland.3 A rifle-shot carries across from the Javadis
to the Yelagiri, which is more healthy, and deserves to be more
popular, than the other minor hill ranges. An extensive view of the
whole Baramahal country is obtained from this hill. On the right
gleam the white minarets of Vaniyambadi, above the dark groves of
coco-nut that stretch away on both sides of the Palar. To the left
the great red plain heaves into billows, and its many rocky hills seem
to surge against the mountain guard of the Balaghat, from which the
country rises tier over tier to the Mysore plateau.

The Melagiris, the chief hill range of the Balaghat, attain a height
of over 4,500 feet at their southern extremity. Sandal-wood and
valuable timber abound here, as well as in the Denkanikota jungles.
The rolling uplands of the Balaghat or Hosur taluk are admirably
adapted for pasture; and abundant forage is available at the Cavalry